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Context

A complaint of acute onset headache mandates that subarachnoid haemorrhage (SAH) be excluded as the cause. Because of the less than perfect sensitivity of unenhanced head CT, standard practice is to follow a negative CT with lumbar puncture (LP) to exclude subarachnoid haemorrhage. Improvements in CT technology have raised the question of whether modern third-generation CT scanners are sensitive enough to adequately exclude subarachnoid haemorrhage.



Methods

This was a prospective multicentre cohort study conducted at 11 university affiliated tertiary care teaching hospitals in Canada between November 2000 and December 2009. Consecutive patients aged 15 or older who presented with acute non-traumatic headache or with syncope associated with a headache were eligible for the study. CT scans were ordered at … 
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