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Context

Patients with a recent transient ischaemic attack (TIA) or ischaemic stroke attributed to 70–99% intracranial artery stenosis have a 23% of 1-year risk for subsequent stroke. Over the past decade, intracranial angioplasty and stenting (IAS) has increasingly been used, without convincing evidence of efficacy or rigorous assessment of safety. Stenting and aggressive medical management for preventing recurrent stroke in intracranial stenosis (SAMMPRIS) was a clinical trial that sought to determine whether IAS combined with intensive medical management (IMM) was superior to IMM alone in the prevention of stroke and death.



Methods

Subjects were adults with 30–80 years of age, and had suffered a TIA or non-disabling stroke within 30 days of enrolment, attributed to an intracranial stenosis of 70–99% as documented … 
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