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    Commentary on: Andersson  O, Hellström-Westas  L, Andersson  D, et al. Effect of delayed versus early umbilical cord clamping on neonatal outcomes and iron status at 4 months: a randomised controlled trial. BMJ 2011;343:d7157.OpenUrlAbstract/FREE Full Text

Context

Early cord clamping (ECC) has been practiced intermittently for over 100 years. However, it did not enter standard care until it was included, for convenience, as part of the package of active management of the third stage of labour (AMTSL). Since the 1980s, when the total package (oxytocic, controlled cord traction and early cord clamping) was shown to be effective at preventing postpartum haemorrhage (PPH,1), AMTSL has been vigorously promoted as a way of preventing maternal deaths.

It is only in the last decade that the AMSTL package has been unpacked and it is becoming clear that it is only the oxytocic drug that reduces PPH – the controlled cord traction2 and early cord clamping (ECC)3 appear to have no … 
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