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    Commentary on: 
Palmer  SC, Craig  JC, Navaneethan  SD, et al. Benefits and harms of statin therapy for persons with chronic kidney disease: a systematic review and meta-analysis. Ann Intern Med 2012;157:263–75.


Context

High-quality evidence suggests that chronic kidney disease (CKD) should now be considered a coronary heart disease (CHD) risk equivalent. Although statin therapy consistently reduces coronary events in the general population, the clinical benefits of lipid lowering in persons with CKD are less certain. Although multiple studies have shown possible benefit from statin therapy in early-stage CKD patients, there has been a recent concern that patients with more severe CKD, such as those on dialysis, do not seem to benefit.



Methods

The authors identified randomised controlled trials with statins from a previously published meta-analysis,1 and supplemented it with recent trials identified in EMBASE, the Cochrane Central Register of Controlled Trials and the Cochrane Renal Group's Specialised … 
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