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Context

Combined oral contraceptives (COC) are associated with a twofold to sixfold increased risk of venous thrombosis (VT).1 Risk is highest during the first year of use, but persists until discontinuation. Although the incidence of VT is low in women of reproductive age (approximately 3/10 000 woman-years), the effect of COC in VT is significant because many women use them. All COC increase the risk of VT, but those containing third-generation progestogens (desogestrel and gestodene) augment the VT risk approximately twofold compared to oral contraceptives containing second-generation progestogens (levonorgestrel and norgestrel). The risk of VT with drugs containing cyproterone and drospirenone is similar … 
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