





    
  Skip to main content
  




  

    

      
        
          
              
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

          

        

      


      
        
              

      
        
          
                       

         

      

     
    
      
        
          [image: BMJ Journals]

                  

      

      
                  
            
                
    

    
  
    	Subscribe
	Log In 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	Basket 
	Search 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  







  



  

            

          

                

    
        
      
                [image: BMJ Evidence-Based Medicine]
      

            
          
    

    
  
    	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Authors
	About

  





    
  
    
  
    
  
        

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  


  
  


  
        

    
  
  
    	 Close
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
        Main menu

    
  
  
    
  	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Authors
	About



  


  
  



  



  






	Subscribe
	Log in 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	BMJ Journals

  


  
  




  



  



  

      

          

          
  
        
      
        
          You are here
	Home
	Archive
	Volume 21, Issue 1 
	A single cervical length measurement at 18–24 weeks is a better predictor of preterm birth than the change in cervical length with gestation


        

       
      
          
            Email alerts
          
        

      

          

            
          
        
          
            
                                                                                                  
    

    
  
    
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article Text
  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article menu 
  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
  


  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    	Article 
Text
	Article 
info
	Citation 
Tools
	Share
	Rapid Responses
	Article 
metrics
	Alerts


  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    [image: Download PDF]PDF  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Diagnosis


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Systematic review with meta-analysis


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
      A single cervical length measurement at 18–24 weeks is a better predictor of preterm birth than the change in cervical length with gestation
        
  

  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    [image: Loading]

  
    
  
      
  
  
    	Asma Khalil

	St George's University of London, London, UK


	Correspondence to
: Dr Asma Khalil, St George's University of London, Fetal Medicine Unit, 4th Floor Lanesborough wing, St George's Hospital, Blackshaw road, London Sw17 0QT, UK; akhalil{at}sgul.ac.uk





  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    

  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    https://doi.org/10.1136/ebmed-2015-110259

  


  
  



  
        Statistics from Altmetric.com

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  


  
  



  
        Request Permissions

    
  
  
    If you wish to reuse any or all of this article please use the link below which will take you to the Copyright Clearance Center’s RightsLink service. You will be able to get a quick price and instant permission to reuse the content in many different ways.

  


  
  



  
        

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Commentary on: Conde-Agudelo  A, Romero  R. Predictive accuracy of changes in transvaginal sonographic cervical length over time for preterm birth: a systematic review and meta-analysis. Am J Obstet Gynecol 2015. Published Online First.
Context
Transvaginally measured cervical length (CL) at 18–24 weeks’ gestation is a strong predictor of preterm birth (PTB) in asymptomatic women, regardless of their prior risk.1 ,2 The association between shortening of the CL over time and the risk of PTB is controversial.3 ,4 This systematic review and meta-analysis investigates the predictive accuracy of changes in CL with gestation in quantifying the risk of PTB.

Methods
This was a review of cohort or cross-sectional studies which allowed construction of 2×2 contingency tables, investigating the accuracy of serial transvaginal CL in predicting PTB in asymptomatic women. The outcomes included PTB at <32, <34, <35 and <37 weeks. The review excluded … 
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