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    Commentary on: Ettehad  D, Emdin  CA, Kiran  A, et al. Blood pressure lowering for prevention of cardiovascular disease and death: a systematic review and meta-analysis Lancet 2016;387:957–967OpenUrlCrossRefPubMed.
Context
It has been long established that reducing blood pressure with pharmacotherapeutic agents prevents adverse cardiovascular disease events, but questions remain about which patients warrant antihypertensive therapy. Historically, this has been determined by the level of blood pressure alone. However, the evidence suggests that individuals most likely to benefit from blood pressure lowering therapy are those at greatest absolute risk of these events. Ettehad and colleagues have conducted a systematic review and meta-analysis investigating the extent to which treatment effects differ by baseline blood pressure and the presence of comorbidities, as well as a comparison of drug class efficacy.

Methods
MEDLINE was searched for large-scale trials of blood pressure-lowering agents, published between … 
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