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    Commentary on: Woodruff  PG, Barr  RG, Bleecker  E, et al. Clinical significance of symptoms in smokers with preserved pulmonary function. N Engl J Med 2016;374:1811–21OpenUrlCrossRefPubMed.
Context
COPD is, according to the Global Initiative for Chronic Obstructive Lung Disease, defined as persistent airflow limitation, that is, the key diagnostic criterion is a postbronchodilator forced expiratory volume in one second (FEV1)/forced vital capacity (FVC) ratio <0.70.1 However, this definition has clear limitations in clinical practice, as it does not take symptoms into account and only applies to individuals in whom fixed airflow limitation has developed.2 Furthermore, this diagnostic criterion, that is, FEV1/FVC ratio <0.70, is likely to be insensitive for recognition of early COPD.3 ,4 Some current or ex-smokers, … 
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