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abstract as published in ACP Journal Club precedes the article citation.

Therapeutics
A prophylactically implanted cardioverter defibrillator reduced
all-cause mortality in myocardial infarction
Moss AJ, Zareba W, Hall J, et al, for the Multicenter Automatic
Defibrillator Implantation Trial II Investigators. Prophylactic
implantation of a defibrillator in patients with myocardial
infarction and reduced ejection fraction. N Engl J Med
2002;346:877–83.

Epidural anesthesia and analgesia did not reduce most comor-
bid outcomes in high-risk patients having major abdominal sur-
gery
Rigg JR, Jamrozik K, Myles PS, et al, for the MASTER Anaes-
thesia Trial Study Group. Epidural anaesthesia and analgesia
and outcome of major surgery: a randomised trial. Lancet 2002
Apr 13;359:1276–82.

Review: oral glycoprotein IIb/IIIa inhibitors increase mortality
and myocardial infarction
Newby LK, Califf RM, White HD, et al. The failure of orally
administered glycoprotein IIb/IIIa inhibitors to prevent recur-
rent cardiac events. Am J Med 2002 Jun 1;112:647–58.

A split regimen of regular insulin at dinner and NPH insulin at
bedtime reduced nocturnal hypoglycaemia in type 1 diabetes
Fanelli CG, Pampanelli S, Porcellati F, et al. Administration of
neutral protamine Hagedorn insulin at bedtime versus with
dinner in type 1 diabetes mellitus to avoid nocturnal
hypogycemia and improve control. A randomised, controlled
trial. Ann Intern Med 2002 Apr 2;136:504–14.

Maintenance infliximab increased time to loss of response in
active Crohn disease
Hanauer SB, Feagan BG, Lichtenstein GR, et al, and the
ACCENT I Study Group. Maintenance infliximab for Crohn’s
disease: the ACCENT I randomised trial. Lancet 2002 May
4;359:1541–9.

Review: somatostatin analogues reduce blood products used in
acute bleeding esophageal varices but do not reduce mortality
Gøtzsche PC. Somatostatin analogues for acute bleeding
oesophageal varices. Cochrane Database Syst Rev
2002(1);CD000193 (latest version 18 Oct 2001).

Review: antibiotic prophylaxis reduces mortality and bacterial
infection in cirrhosis and gastrointestinal bleeding
Soares-Weiser K, Brezis M, Tur-Kaspa R, et al. Antibiotic

prophylaxis for cirrhotic patients with gastrointestinal bleeding.
Cochrane Database Syst Rev 2002;(2):CD002907 (latest version 24
Jan 2002).

Review: antifungal agents do not reduce mortality in neutrope-
nia caused by chemotherapy or bone-marrow transplantation
Gøtzsche PC, Johansen HK. Routine versus selective antifungal
administration for control of fungal infections in patients with
cancer. Cochrane Database Syst Rev 2002;(2):CD000026 (latest
version 9 Jan 2002).

Diagnosis
Review: magnetic resonance angiography is accurate for detect-
ing high-grade carotid artery stenosis that is suitable for surgery
Westwood ME, Kelly S, Berry E, et al. Use of magnetic
resonance angiography to select candidates with recently symp-
tomatic carotid stenosis for surgery: systematic review. BMJ 2002
Jan 26;324:198–201.

Magnetic resonance angiography had high specificity but mod-
erate sensitivity for detecting pulmonary emboli
Oudkerk M, van Beek EJ, Wielopolski P, et al. Comparison of
contrast-enhanced magnetic resonance angiography and con-
ventional pulmonary angiography for the diagnosis of pulmo-
nary embolism: a prospective study. Lancet 2002 May
11;359:1643–7.

Review: oral antifungal drugs promote cure of fungal foot
infections
Bell-Syer SE, Hart R, Crawford F, et al. Oral treatments for
fungal infections of the skin of the foot. Cochrane Database Syst
Rev. 2002;(2):CD003584 (latest version 5 Dec 2001).

Prognosis
Predictors of poor outcome in acute stroke included depend-
ency before stroke, severe hemiparesis, and recurrent stroke
Hankey GJ, Jamrozik K, Broadhurst RJ, et al. Long-term
disability after first-ever stroke and related prognostic factors in
the Perth Community Stroke Study, 1989-1990. Stroke 2002
Apr;33:1034–40.

Clinical prediction guide
Arterial blood lactate measurements quickly identified risk for
death from paracetamol (acetaminophen)-induced liver failure
Bernal W, Donaldson N, Wyncoll D, et al. Blood lactate as an
early predictor of outcome in paracetamol-induced acute liver
failure: a cohort study. Lancet 2002 Feb 16;359:558–63.
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