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Therapeutics
Review: S-adenosylmethionine treats osteoarthritis as effectively
as nonsteroidal anti-inflammatory drugs with fewer adverse
effects
Soeken KL, Lee W-L, Bausell RB, et al. Safety and efficacy of
S-adenosylmethionine (SAMe) for osteoarthritis. J Fam Pract
2002;51:425–30.

Biphasic waveform shocks were effective and efficient for
cardioversion of atrial fibrillation
Page RL, Kerber RE, Russell JK, for the BiCard Investigators.
Biphasic versus monophasic shock waveform for conversion of
atrial fibrillation. J Am Coll Cardiol 2002 Jun 19;39:1956-3.

Fluvastatin reduced major adverse cardiac outcomes after first
percutaneous coronary intervention
Serruys PW, de Feyter P, Macaya C, et al, for the Lescol Inter-
vention Prevention Study (LIPS) Investigators. Fluvastatin for
prevention of cardiac events following successful first percuta-
neous cornary intervention: a randomized controlled trial.
JAMA 2002;287:3215–22.

Review: Flumazenil leads to clinical and electroencephalo-
graphic improvement in hepatic encephalopathy in patients
with cirrhosis
Goulenok C, Bernard B, Cadranel JF, et al. Flumazenil vs. pla-
cebo in hepatic encephalopathy in patients with cirrhosis: a
meta-analysis. Aliment Pharmacol Ther 2002;16:361–72.

Review: Inhaled corticosteroids reduce hospital admissions in
acute asthma
Edmonds ML, Camargo CA Jr, Pollack CV Jr, et al. The effec-
tiveness of inhaled corticosteroids in the emergency depart-
ment treatment of acute asthma: a meta-analysis. Ann Emerg Med
2002;40:145–54.

Etanercept was effective and safe for ankylosing spondylitis
Gorman JD, Sack KE, Davis JC, Jr. Treatment of ankylosing
spondylitis by inhibition of tumor necrosis factor �. N Engl J Med
2002;346:1349–56.

Review: Several drugs are efficacious for symptomatic treatment
of Parkinson disease
Rascol O, Goetz C, Koller W, et al. Treatment interventions for
Parkinson’s disease: an evidence based assessment. Lancet
2002;359:1589–98.

Review: Sildenafil improves erectile dysfunction and is well tol-
erated
Fink HA, MacDonald R, Rutks IR, et al. Sildenafil for male
erectile dysfunction: a systematic review and meta-analysis. Arch
Intern Med 2002;162:1349–60.

Botulinum toxin A injections improved wrist and finger spastic-
ity after stroke
Brashear A, Gordon MF, Elovic E, et al. Intramuscular injection
of botulinum toxin for the treatment of wrist and finger spastic-
ity after a stroke. N Engl J Med 2002;347:395–400.

Review: Angiotensin II receptor antagonists prevent headache
in patients with mild-to-moderate hypertension
Etminan M, Levine MA, Tomlinson G, et al. Efficacy of angio-
tensin II receptor antagonists in preventing headache: a system-
atic overview and meta-analysis. Am J Med 2002 Jun 1;112:642–
6.

Oral vitamin K reversed warfarin-associated coagulopathy
faster than subcutaneous vitamin K
Crowther MA, Douketis JD, Schnurr T, et al. Oral vitamin K
lowers the international normalized ratio more rapidly than
subcutaneous vitamin K in the treatment of warfarin-associated
coagulopathy. A randomized, controlled trial. Ann Intern Med
2002;137:251–4.

Hylan G-F 20 was safe and effective in knee osteoarthritis and
had a relatively low cost–utility ratio
Raynauld JP, Torrance GW, Band PA, et al. A prospective, ran-
domized, pragmatic, health outcomes trial evaluating the incor-
poration of hylan G-F 20 into the treatment paradigm for
patients with knee osteoarthritis (Parts 1 and 2): clinical and
economic results. Osteoarthritis and Cartilage 2002;10:506–27.

Diagnosis
The Memory Impairment Screen more accurately screened for
Alzheimer disease than the 3-word memory test in older adults
Kuslansky G, Buschke H, Katz M, et al. Screening for
Alzheimer’s disease: the memory impairment screen versus the
conventional three-word memory test. J Am Geriatr Soc
2002;50:1086–91.
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