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Context

Psychotropic medicines are commonly prescribed in Alzheimer's disease (AD), yet their long-term effects are unknown. Rosenberg and colleagues determined AD clinical outcome trajectories after psychotropic exposure in the Cache County Dementia Progression Study. The authors hypothesised a more rapid clinical decline with antipsychotics and benzodiazepines and an improved status with antidepressants.



  







Methods

The authors studied 230 participants diagnosed with AD using the Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders 1987 (DSM-III-R) and the NINCDS-ADRDA Alzheimer's Criteria. Participants were followed up for an average of 3.7±2.49 years (median follow-up of one visit). Mean changes in adjusted Mini-Mental State Examination (MMSE), Clinical Dementia Rating sum of six domains (CDR-Sum) and 10-item Neuropsychiatric Inventory—Clinician Rating … 
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