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 Q In patients with symptomatic atrial fibrillation (AF), is pulmonary vein isolation (PVI) with radiofrequency ablation more effective than antiarrhythmic drugs as first line treatment?
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Design:

        randomised controlled trial.
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Allocation:

        {concealed}*.†
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Blinding:

        {unblinded}*.†
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Follow up period:

        1 year.
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Setting:

        44 clinical centres in Italy and 26 clinical centres in Germany.
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Patients:

        70 patients who were 18–75 years of age and had experienced monthly symptomatic AF ⩾3 months. Exclusion criteria included previous history of AF or AF ablation, previous treatment with antiarrhythmic drugs, and contraindication to long term anticoagulation.
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Intervention:

        33 patients were allocated to PVI with radiofrequency ablation (all 4 pulmonary veins were isolated) and were given ⩾3 months of warfarin, beginning on the evening of PVI (target international normalised ratio [INR] of 2–3). If patients … 

      
      
        
        
      
      
        
        
      
    


View Full Text
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Footnotes
	
            
            ↵* Information provided by author.

          
	
            
            ↵† See glossary.

          
	
          For correspondence: Dr A Natale, Cleveland Clinic Foundation, Cleveland, OH, USA. natalea{at}ccf.org

        
	
          Source of funding: Acuson (division of Siemens Medical Solutions).

        




  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  
        Linked Articles

    
  
  
    	GlossaryGlossary

BMJ Publishing Group Ltd


BMJ Evidence-Based Medicine 2006; 11 31-31   Published Online First:  30 Jan 2006. doi: 10.1136/ebm.11.1.31-a 







  


  
  



  
        Read the full text or download the PDF:

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    


    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Subscribe  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Log in   


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
    



  


  
  



  





  


  
  



  
        Read the full text or download the PDF:

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    


    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Subscribe  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Log in   


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
    



  


  
  



      

      
    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
      


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
  
      
  
     
          

          

          

          

          




  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  


  



  

          

        


        
        
      

    

   

 


    
    
      
          
    

    
  
    
  	Content	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Top cited articles
	Most read articles
	Responses


	Journal	About
	Editorial board
	Sign up for email alerts
	Thank you to our reviewers
	Subscribe


	Authors	Instructions for authors
	Submit an article
	Editorial policies
	Open Access at BMJ
	BMJ Author Hub


	Help	Contact us
	Reprints
	Permissions
	Advertising
	Feedback form





  



  

      
            
        
            
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    	 RSS
	 Twitter
	 Facebook

  


  
  



  



  



  

        
      

          

  
      
    
      
    

    
      
        	Website Terms & Conditions
	Privacy & Cookies
	Contact BMJ


        
        Cookie Settings
        
        Online ISSN: 2515-4478Print ISSN: 2515-446X

        Copyright © 2023 BMJ Publishing Group Ltd. All rights reserved.

      

    

  
      
    
        
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

    

  

  
  




