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 Q Is fetal exposure to angiotensin converting enzyme (ACE) inhibitors during the first trimester of pregnancy associated with increased risk of congenital malformations?
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Design:

        database linked cohort study.
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Setting:

        Tennessee, USA.
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Patients:

        29 507 infants born between 1985 and 2000 whose mothers were enrolled in Medicaid. 209 infants had been exposed to ACE inhibitors in the first trimester only, 202 infants had been exposed to other antihypertensive drugs in the first trimester only, and 29 096 had had no such exposure. Exclusion criteria: evidence of maternal diabetes before or during pregnancy, maternal prescription for angiotensin receptor antagonists, fetal exposure to ACE inhibitors or other antihypertensive drugs beyond the first trimester, or fetal exposure to … 
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