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General practitioners (GPs) often receive requests for euthanasia. For physicians, a patient's request for euthanasia is the starting point in considering whether or not to grant a patient's request and to perform euthanasia. Following a previous study, van Alphen and colleagues studied trends in the number of, and reasons for, requests for euthanasia before (1998–2002) and 5 years after (2003–2007) the implementation of the Euthanasia Act. Van Alphen and colleagues used patient information reported by GPs from 45 general practices in the Dutch Sentinel Practice Network. Its population (1% of the total population) is considered as a representative for The Netherlands with regard to age, sex, geographic distribution and population density.
The authors' main finding is that the number of requests for euthanasia remained stable after the implementation of the Euthanasia Act (2002) with cancer as the major … 
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