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Context

The teratogenic effect of antiviral medication use during pregnancy has not been well evaluated in the human population. Among the currently used antiviral medications, those used to treat herpes simplex such as acyclovir, valacyclovir and famciclovir are most common, although overall usage of antiviral medication in pregnant women remains low.



Methods

This was a data linkage study based on Danish national registries for both prescription drugs and birth defects registration data. Despite a study period covering close to 13 years of data with 837 795 births, only 1804 pregnant women used any of these three antiviral medications during the first trimester, an exposure frequency of 2/1000. Any … 
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