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Commentary on: Trelle  S, Reichenbach  S, Wandel  S, et al. Cardiovascular safety of non-steroidal anti-inflammatory drugs: network meta-analysis. BMJ 2011;342:c7086.


Context

Non-steroidal anti-inflammatory drugs (NSAIDs) are a cornerstone of the treatment of mild to moderate pain and are frequently used on a long-term basis for patients with arthritis. In 2004, rofecoxib, a cyclooxygenase-2 (COX-2) inhibitor, was removed from the market because of an increased risk of cardiovascular events associated with the drug.1 Subsequently, concern has grown about the cardiovascular safety of COX-2 inhibitors and traditional non-selective NSAIDs.2 Multiple studies with varying outcomes have not yet answered which, if any, NSAIDs are safe from a cardiovascular standpoint.



Methods

This was a network meta-analysis that involved large-scale randomised controlled trials comparing any NSAID with other NSAIDs or placebo. Selected studies had … 
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