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    Commentary on: Velazquez  EJ, Lee  KL, Deja  MA, et al. Coronary-artery bypass surgery in patients with left ventricular dysfunction. N Engl J Med 2011;364:1607–16.OpenUrlCrossRefPubMedWeb of Science


Context

More than 5.8 million Americans and 500 000 Canadians are currently living with heart failure (HF). The 5-year survival rate is a dismal 40–50%. Coronary artery disease (CAD) is the most common cause of HF, but the role of coronary artery bypass surgery (CABG) in HF has never been definitively established.



Methods

The Surgical Treatment for Ischaemic HF trial aimed to determine whether CABG improves survival in patients with CAD and impaired left ventricular (LV) function (hypothesis 1). A total of 1212 adults with CAD amenable to CABG and left ventricular ejection fraction (LVEF) ≤35% were enrolled from 127 sites across 26 countries. The original intended enrolment of 2000 patients was revised due to slow enrolment rates, necessitating an increase in the duration of follow-up from … 
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