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    Commentary on: Feng  XL, Guo  S, Hipgrave  D, et al. China's facility-based birth strategy and neonatal mortality: a population-based epidemiological study. Lancet 2011;378:1493–500.OpenUrlCrossRefPubMedWeb of Science

Context

World wide, neonatal mortality constitutes a significant percentage of all under-five child mortality. Four million (41%) child deaths annually are neonatal deaths, with three-fourths occurring in the first week, and one-fourth of those children dying on the first day of life. Just five countries accounted for over 50% of neonatal deaths in 1990, with China contributing 12.3% of the total.1 At least 16 evidence-based, cost-effective interventions, some of which require facility-based care, are effective in reducing neonatal mortality from the leading causes of death.2 In 1988, 44.3% of Chinese women delivered in hospital versus 94.7% in 2008, following government-implemented facility-based obstetrical care.3 The impact of facility-based births on China's neonatal death rates has not previously been evaluated. … 
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