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    Commentary on: Ker  K, Edwards  P, Perel  P, et al. Effect of tranexamic acid on surgical bleeding: systematic review and cumulative meta-analysis. BMJ 2012;344:e3054.OpenUrlAbstract/FREE Full Text

Context

Surgical trauma leads to the activation of local fibrinolysis, and surgical bleeding can be significant in certain types of surgery leading to acute anaemia and the need for blood transfusion. Clinical trends have led to reductions in acceptable haemoglobin transfusion thresholds. However, growing evidence from clinical and experimental studies suggests that acute haemodilutional anaemia may reduce tissue oxygen delivery and increase perioperative morbidity and mortality.1 Therefore, there is renewed interest in antifibrinolytic agents that may reduce surgical bleeding. Surgical trauma also leads to activation of the coagulation cascade and increases the risk for thromboembolic events. Therefore, the risks of thromboembolic and other adverse effects and the benefits of antifibrinolytic agents … 
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