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    Commentary on: Wang  Y, Wang  Y, Zhao  X, et al. Clopidogrel with aspirin in acute minor stroke or transient ischemic attack. N Engl J Med 2013;369:11–19.OpenUrlCrossRefPubMedWeb of Science

Context

Combination therapy with aspirin added to clopidogrel has had a disappointing record in the prevention of recurrent stroke. The management of atherothrombosis with clopidogrel in high-risk patients (MATCH)1 and the secondary prevention of small subcortical strokes (SPS3)2 randomised controlled trials (RCTs) showed that combination therapy was not more effective than clopidogrel or aspirin alone, but was associated with two to three times the risk of major or life-threatening haemorrhage in one study, and major haemorrhages were increased by almost double in the other study. Fast assessment of stroke and transient ischemic attack (TIA) to prevent early recurrence (FASTER), a pilot RCT3 to … 
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