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    Commentary on: Clement  ME, Okeke  NL, Hicks  CB. Treatment of syphilis: a systematic review. JAMA 2014;312:1905–17.OpenUrlCrossRefPubMedWeb of Science
Context
Syphilis rates are increasing particularly in men, many of whom are HIV co-infected. In some areas, syphilis continues to affect women leading to high rates of congenital infections. Non-treponemal serological tests are still the mainstay of staging and assessing response to therapy. These tests are, at best, an indirect marker of disease activity. In some cases, changes in non-treponemal titres may reflect factors other than syphilis infection.1 In the pre-antibiotic era, people with early syphilis, whose non-treponemal antibody tests failed to revert to negative (ie, remained ‘serofast’), had a worse long-term prognosis.
This systematic review examines the evidence supporting penicillin and non-penicillin-based regimens for the treatment of: (1) the different stages of syphilis; (2) pregnant women and (3) HIV-infected people. The … 
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