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    	diagnosis
	evidence-based practice

Dr Luijendijk1 has identified an elephant in the evidence-based medicine (EBM) classroom: patient, intervention, comparison, outcome (PICO acronym) for the formulation of clinical questions, teaching EBM and searching the literature is extremely useful for interventional studies but confusing for other types of studies. Instead of forcing words into the acronym, we suggest adding two acronyms.
The acronym PECO (E for exposure) can replace PICO in observational studies. This acronym is already used for environmental exposures2 but can be used for any exposure, including … 
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