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Context

In the past 100 years, care for women during labour and birth has moved from home to hospital labour wards.1 Spaces to give birth in a hospital are often technological, with childbirth seen as a medical condition.2 These changes have occurred despite the knowledge that the environment in which health care occurs affects a patient's health and safety, effectiveness of care, staff efficiency and morale.3 In maternity care settings, women's feelings of safety and satisfaction with their experience of birth are influenced by the physical environment for labour and birth.4 ,5



  





Over the past 20 years, there have been efforts in a number of countries to recreate a more homely atmosphere … 
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