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Commentary on: Kharbanda  EO, Vazquez-Benitez  G, Lipkind  HS, et al. Evaluation of the association of maternal pertussis vaccination with obstetric events and birth outcomes. JAMA 2014;312:1897–904.OpenUrlCrossRefPubMedWeb of Science
Context
Bordetella pertussis causes pertussis (whooping cough), which can be a life-threatening disease particularly in the first 3 months of life. There has been a recent upsurge in pertussis in infancy for reasons that are not entirely understood. One element of the public health response has been the introduction of pertussis vaccination for pregnant women. A recent UK report suggests that this strategy is highly effective.1 The safety of this approach has been endorsed by the WHO and the Medicines and Healthcare Products Regulatory Agency (MHRA) (the regulatory body in the UK).2 ,3
When a vaccine is used to prevent disease, small risks of … 
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