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abstract as published in ACP Journal Club precedes the article citation.

Therapeutics
Review: recombinant human erythropoietin decreases the need
for blood transfusions and may delay dialysis in chronic renal
failure
Cody J, Daly C, Campbell M, et al. Recombinant human eryth-
ropoietin for chronic renal failure anaemia in pre-dialysis
patients. Cochrane Database Syst Rev 2001(4):CD003266 (latest
version 27 Aug 2001).

Abciximab plus stenting reduced coronary events in patients
with acute myocardial infarction
Montalescot G, Barragan P, Wittenberg O, et al, for the ADMI-
RAL Investigators. Platelet glycoprotein IIb/IIIa inhibition
with coronary stenting for acute myocardial infarction. N Engl J
Med 2001 Jun 21;344:1895–903.

Early goal directed therapy reduced mortality and multiorgan
dysfunction in severe sepsis
Rivers E, Nguyen B, Havstad S, et al, for the Early
Goal-Directed Therapy Collaborative Group. Early goal-
directed therapy in the treatment of severe sepsis and septic
shock. N Engl J Med 2001 Nov 8;345:1368–77.

Enteral nutrition led to fewer postoperative complications than
did parenteral feeding in gastrointestinal cancer
Bozzetti F, Braga M, Gianotti L, et al. Postoperative enteral ver-
sus parenteral nutrition in malnourished patients with gastro-
intestinal cancer: a randomised multicentre trial. Lancet 2001
Nov 3;358:1487–92.

Nadolol and isosorbide prevented recurrent variceal bleeding
better than endoscopic ligation in cirrhosis
Villanueva C, Miñana J, Ortiz J, et al. Endoscopic ligation com-
pared with combined treatment with nadolol and isosorbide
mononitrate to prevent recurrent variceal bleeding. N Engl J
Med 2001 Aug 30;345:647–55.

Review: etidronate decreases vertebral but not non-vertebral
fractures in postmenopausal women
Cranney A, Welch V, Adachi JD, et al. Etidronate for treating
and preventing postmenopausal osteoporosis. Cochrane Data-
base Syst Rev 2001;(4):CD003376 (latest version 25 Mar 2001).

Review: Hemoccult screening reduces death from colorectal
cancer in average risk patients > 50 years of age
McLeod RS and members of the Canadian Task Force on
Preventive Health Care. Screening strategies for colorectal
cancer: a systematic review of the evidence. Can J Gastroenterol
2001 Oct;15:647–60.

Olsalazine was not better than placebo in maintaining remission
in inactive Crohn disease
Mahmud N, Kamm MA, Dupas JL, et al. Olsalazine is not supe-
rior to placebo in maintaining remission of inactive Crohn’s
colitis and ileocolitis: a double blind, parallel, randomised,
multicentre study. Gut 2001 Oct;49:552–6.

Intensive insulin therapy reduced mortality and morbidity in
critically ill patients
Van den Berghe G, Wouters P, Weekers F, et al. Intensive insu-
lin therapy in critically ill patients. N Engl J Med 2001 Nov
8;345:1359–67.

Review: in relapsing remitting multiple sclerosis, recombinant
interferon reduces exacerbations in the first 2 treatment years
Rice GP, Incorvaia B, Munari L, et al. Interferon in
relapsing-remitting multiple sclerosis. Cochrane Database Syst Rev
2001(4):CD002002 (latest version 30 Jul 2001).

Left ventricular assist devices reduced the risk for death and
increased 1 year survival in chronic end stage heart failure
Rose EA, Gelijns AC, Moskowitz AJ, et al, for the Randomized
Evaluation of Mechanical Assistance for the Treatment of
Congestive Heart Failure (REMATCH) Study Group. Long-
term use of a left ventricular assist device for end-stage heart
failure. N Engl J Med 2001 Nov 15;345:1435–43.

Review: adding newer disease modifying drugs or biological
agents to methotrexate improved rheumatoid arthritis
symptoms
Hochberg MC, Tracy JK, Flores RH. “Stepping-up” from
methotrexate: a systematic review of randomised placebo
controlled trials in patients with rheumatoid arthritis with an
incomplete response to methotrexate. Ann Rheum Dis 2001
Nov;60:iii51–4.

Prognosis
Review: stress hyperglycemia after ischaemic stroke indicates a
greater risk for death in patients with diabetes
Capes SE, Hunt D, Malmberg K, et al. Stress hyperglycemia and
prognosis of stroke in nondiabetic and diabetic patients. A sys-
tematic overview. Stroke 2001 Oct 1;32:2426–32.
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