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Commentary on: Epstein  AJ, Srinivas  SK, Nicholson  S, et al. Association between physicians’ experience after training and maternal obstetrical outcomes: cohort study. BMJ 2013;346:f1596OpenUrlAbstract/FREE Full Text

Context

The expectation that one will become ‘older and wiser’ in parallel is intuitive and comforting. In the world of medicine, this adage fits well with our experiences: we are taught by those who have come before us. Over time, we become the teachers in a tradition of apprenticeship that assumes that more time as a physician makes you better in a process that occurs incrementally, day by day and patient by patient, but is much more easily recognised in aggregate, year by year.

While the learning curve is easier to quantify in the early portion of medical training, when the focus is on the acquisition of technical skills as well as clinical judgement, the nuances of how and when expertise continues to accumulate in … 
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