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 Q In infants and toddlers with persistent middle ear effusion, is prompt insertion of tympanostomy tubes (ITTs) more effective than delayed ITTs for developmental outcomes at 9–11 years of age?
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Design:

        randomised controlled trial.
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Allocation:

        {concealed*}†.
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Blinding:

        blinded (outcome assessors, data analysts, and {data collectors}†).*
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Follow up period:

        up to 11 years.
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Setting:

        2 hospitals and 6 paediatric group practices in or near Pittsburgh, USA.

      
      
        [image: Embedded Image]
[image: Embedded Image]
Patients:

        429 children (about 58% boys) who were 2 months to 3 years of age and met 1 of the following criteria: persistent bilateral middle ear effusion for 90 days, persistent unilateral effusion for 135 days, or intermittent effusion for specified proportions of longer periods (eg, … 
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