





    
  Skip to main content
  




  

    

      
        
          
              
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

          

        

      


      
        
              

      
        
          
                       

         

      

     
    
      
        
          [image: BMJ Journals]

                  

      

      
                  
            
                
    

    
  
    	Subscribe
	Log In 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	Basket 
	Search 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  







  



  

            

          

                

    
        
      
                [image: BMJ Evidence-Based Medicine]
      

            
          
    

    
  
    	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Authors
	About

  





    
  
    
  
    
  
        

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  


  
  


  
        

    
  
  
    	 Close
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
        Main menu

    
  
  
    
  	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Authors
	About



  


  
  



  



  






	Subscribe
	Log in 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	BMJ Journals

  


  
  




  



  



  

      

          

          
  
        
      
        
          You are here
	Home
	Archive
	Volume 28, Issue 1 
	Guest authorship as research misconduct: definitions and possible solutions


        

       
      
          
            Email alerts
          
        

      

          

            
          
        
          
            
                                                                                                  
    

    
  
    
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article Text
  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article menu 
  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
  


  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    	Article 
Text
	Article 
info
	Citation 
Tools
	Share
	Rapid Responses
	Article 
metrics
	Alerts


  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    [image: Download PDF]PDF  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    EBM analysis


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
      Guest authorship as research misconduct: definitions and possible solutions
        
  

  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    [image: Loading]

  
    
  
      
  
  
    	E H Morreim1, 
	http://orcid.org/0000-0002-7335-8703Jeffrey C Winer2,3

	
1
Internal Medicine, The University of Tennessee Health Science Center College of Medicine Memphis, Memphis, Tennessee, USA


	
2
Pediatrics, Le Bonheur Children's Hospital, Memphis, Tennessee, USA


	
3
Pediatrics, The University of Tennessee Health Science Center College of Medicine Memphis, Memphis, Tennessee, USA



	Correspondence to
 Dr E H Morreim, Internal Medicine, The University of Tennessee Health Science Center College of Medicine Memphis, Memphis, TN 38103, USA; hmorreim{at}uthsc.edu





  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    

  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    https://doi.org/10.1136/bmjebm-2021-111826

  


  
  



  
        Statistics from Altmetric.com

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    


  


  
  



  
        Request Permissions

    
  
  
    If you wish to reuse any or all of this article please use the link below which will take you to the Copyright Clearance Center’s RightsLink service. You will be able to get a quick price and instant permission to reuse the content in many different ways.

  


  
  



  
        

    
  
  
    
  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    	health services research
	ethics
	conflict of interest
	policy

To advance healthcare and promote public trust, the integrity of medical research must be a high priority.1 Guest authorship (here encompassing gift, honorary, courtesy and coercive authorship) lists as ‘authors’ people who have not made substantial contributions to the work. It can occur: as fealty to supervisors, such as department chairs, laboratory directors or grant coordinators, who become authors on articles without making substantive contributions; as a means to enhance the esteem a paper receives by adding a preeminent name to the author list; or as a means to hide the publication’s origin in industry, as when a drug/device company designs, executes and writes a study’s report—without identifying its employees as authors in the resulting journal publication—then invites prominent physician(s) to serve as lead ‘author(s).’2 3 Here, the physicians are guest authors while company employees are ghost authors.
Although both guest and ghost authorship are roundly decried,3–8 previous publications have deemed them detrimental research practices that nevertheless are not quite research misconduct. Here, we focus on guest authorship, arguing that it falls squarely within the definition of ‘research misconduct.’ We then present options for academic institutions and medical journals to discourage guest authorship, thereby reinforcing integrity in medical science.
Scope of the problem
Among major, peer-reviewed medical journals, guest and ghost authorship are disturbingly common. Across multiple studies, approximately one in every five articles had evidence of guest authorship and one in nine articles indicated ghost authorship.3–9 Studies of guest authorship show, for example, an average 44% across five high-impact surgery journals, and 60% of articles in one prominent general medical journal.10 Finally, a survey of Cochrane review articles showed 39% with evidence of guest authorship, 9% with ghost authors, and 2% with evidence of both.11 Whereas ghost authorship is denounced as a largely corporate phenomenon,2 12 … 
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