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Context

Ulcerative colitis (UC) is a non-transmural inflammatory disease (inflammatory bowel disease (IBD)) with episodic progression that is restricted to the colon. It results from an inappropriate immune response, in genetically susceptible individuals, to microbial antigens of indigenous flora of the gut. This inappropriate response is promoted by certain environmental factors. There is no cure for UC. Many currently available pharmacological treatments are associated with important adverse effects.1

Low-molecular weight heparin (LMWH) and unfractionated heparin (UFH) best known for their antithrombotic properties were recently discovered to also have anti-inflammatory properties. One potential mechanism was accidently discovered in dialysis patients who were found to have lower tumour necrosis factor (TNF) binding protein levels. At dialysis a temporary rise in binding protein is encountered, which in turn inhibits the effects of circulating TNF – a key inflammatory cytokine in IBD. … 
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